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the land; and it was not until 1348, the year of the abrogation
of the Privilege of Union in Aragon, that it was promulgated,
in a somewhat uncertain manner, as a text-book of the great
common law of Castile.1

The first book or partida of the code treats of natural law,
the law of nations, and law ecclesiastical, mainly taken from
the Roman codes and decretals. The second lays down the
power and duties of the king. The third prescribes judicial
procedure. The fourth treats of personal and social rights,
The fifth is the law of contract; the sixth of wills, inheritance,
and succession. The seventh contains the penal code, and the
code of criminal procedure. The modem reader who would
intelligently and fruitfully study this celebrated code, whether
as an historian or as a jurist, will not fail to take advantage of
the well-known historical and critical commentary, modestly
styled an Ensayo} or essay, of Don Francisco Martinez Marina,
which was first published at Madrid2 at the beginning of the
present century, and which is itself a work of great value and
interest to the student of comparative legislation,

VThis was accomplished by the ever-celebrated Ordenamiento de Alcala, pro-
mulgated by Alfonso XL, in which it was provided that all cases that could not be
decided by the application of the local Fueros} should be decided according to the
laws of the Partidas, The spirit of the Fueros was, no doubt, more liberal than
that of the Partidas; and it might have been unjust to impose the new code upon
Castile immediately, or without some preliminary mitigation, It was thus gradu-
ally introduced,

21 have used the second edition (two vols,, Madrid, 1834); as well as Don
Marcelo Martinez Alcabilla, Cddigos de Espatia (two vols., Madrid, 1886).